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April 1932 by Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Vivian Henderson,
M.P., before the Select Committee on Procedure. Sir
Vivian Henderson is Chairman of the Estimates Com-
mittee of the House of Commons and has had intimate
experience of financial business in the House since 1918
in various responsible positions. His view is therefore
entided to special weight.

Discussion of Budget

The Indian budget is dealt with by the legislature in
two stages:

(1)  general discussion; and

(2)  voting of demands for grants.

The general discussion is a relic of the old days when no
voting was permitted but members were allowed to let off
steam. Its utility may now be questioned, as this discussion
is generally of an academic character and centres round
three or four ever-green topics, such as the reduction of
military expenditure, the high scale of taxation, and the
Indianization of services.   It is supposed to serve three
purposes. It enables the Assembly:
(i) to criticize revenue estimates;
(ii) to discuss the ways and means programme of the
Government; and

(iii) to discuss non-voted expenditure.

The criticism of revenue estimates can quite effectively
be made in discussions of Money Bills. The discussion of
the ways and means programme is an important matter,
and it is proposed in a succeeding chapter that the legisla-
ture should be given an opportunity of a more serious and
effective discussion on a specific resolution requiring its
approval to the whole programme. As regards (iii), it has
been suggested later in this section that there should not
be any non-votable items in the budget, except those